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she was so surprised and so affected that it began to
rain and to thunder without her noticing it.

Boehmer was not mad: like the Cardinal de Rohan,
he had been the dupe of the boldest and most in-
famous intrigue.

What had happened ? At the end of the previous
year, Madame de La Motte, who was always on the
lookout for new frauds, had seen that the necklace
might be the occasion of an unprecedented swindle,
and her fertile imagination had been turned towards
carrying it out.

January 21, 1785, she had told Boehmer's partner
that the Queen desired to purchase the necklace,
which she had long wanted; but that, being averse
to treating directly with the jewellers, she had en-
trusted the matter to a certain great nobleman.
Madame de La Motte added that she advised them
to take every precaution with regard to this eminent
personage.

This eminent personage was the Cardinal de Rohan.
"What had the bold adventuress done ? By means of
a steady fire of forged letters, she had succeeded in
persuading the prelate that the Queen ardently de-
sired the necklace, and that since she wished to get
possession of it without her husband's knowledge and
pay for it in instalments out of the money she might
save from her own expenses, she gave the Grand Al-
moner a special proof of friendliness by entrusting
the purchase to him. He was to receive, Madame de
La Motte added, an authorization written and signed